[A case of recurrent esophageal cancer successfully treated with weekly paclitaxel in combination with radiotherapy].
A 48-year-old man underwent subtotal esophagectomy for pStage III (pT 3 pN 3) thoracic esophageal carcinoma on June 20, 2002, in combination with chemotherapy (5-FU 500 mg/day day 1-14, CDDP 10 mg/day day 1-14, VDS 3 mg on days 1 and 8) before and after the operation. Recurrence was seen 7 months after the operation in right pleura and lower mediastinum. Chemo (same regimen)-radiotherapy (50 Gy) was then performed but without effect. Thereafter, lung and upper mediastinal metastases were found, and weekly administration of paclitaxel (70 mg/m2, day 1, 8, 15, q 4w) was initiated in combination with radiotherapy (40 Gy). Two cycles of treatment resulted in PR, and CR was achieved after the 8th cycle was completed. Although treatment was terminated after the 12 th cycle due to development of peripheral neuropathy (grade 2), CR was still maintained 8 months after the completion of treatment. These results suggested the effectiveness of the treatment in cases that show resistance to conventional 5-FU-based chemotherapy.